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PREFACE. 



The Death-Bed Scenes narrated in the following 
pages appeared originally in a periodical publi- 
cation. The interest which they then excited 
has induced the Publisher to issue them in a 
more permanent form ; and he earnestly hopes 
that in this shape they will, under the Divine 
blessing, still continue to be the means of doing 
good. 
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DEATH-BED SCENES. 



THE ANTINOMIAN. 

As men live/ bo do men die. — We remember 
baFing beard a sbrewd observer of mankind re* 
mark, that tbe views which he had previously 
formed of human natttre> were forcibly overturned 
by tbe fiollowing incident : — He was following a 
band of reapers in the field, and overheard their 
conversation. One of them, who herself made a 
zealous, but most inconsistent profession of reli* 
gion, was sister to a woman who had just been 
eentenced to death for a daring murder. The 
approaching execution formed the topic of dis- 
cussion ; and the individual from whom, most of 
all, silence might have been expected on such a 
subject, was kindly eptertaining her companions 
witli a minute and detailed account of the part 
which the criminal was prepai'ing to act at the 

closing scene, — ^that after death tbe world might 
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DEATH-BED SCENES. 

adjudge her innocent I This wias human nature 
displaying itself under extraordinary circumstan- 
ces, yet not in any extraordinary manner, but 
just as we see it developed every day. It has 
been said that men may live hypocrites, but that 
hypocrites they cannot die. The remark may be 
true to a certain extent, but we are deceived if it 
hold good universally, or even generally. In by 
far the greater number of cases men are found to 
die very much the same as they have lived. And 
if a man have wickedness enough to practise hy- 
pocrisy during life, he will easily find hardihood 
enough to persist in that hypocrisy in death. 

Many have no opportunity of seeing death but 
in the departure of their own relatives and friends, 
when it is to be expected, and almost to be de- 
sired, that the judgment should be biassed, if not 
blinded, by the affections ; and that the feelings 
wrought in the hearts of the living should prevent 
any accurate and impartial observation of the 
feelings that are at work in the dying. In other 
instances, the observer, if a stranger, and there- 
fore unbiassed, may be without the means of bring- 
ing the past life into comparison with the scene 
before him ; or again, the sufferer may belong to 
those classes of society in which the feelings, if 
not disguised, are, however, habitually concealed 
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from the knowledge of others. Having had oc- 
casion to witness various scenes of death, under 
circumstances which presented none of these im- 
pediments to observation, we have thought it 
might prove beneficial to narrate a few cases 
out of many, not with the idea of presenting any 
other view of the subject than must have been 
suggested to any other observer, but for the sake 
of furnishing those who may not have enjoyed a 
similar opportunity with materials, by which they 
may be assisted in forming their judgment on this 
the most solemn of all sublunary scenes. 

In illustration of the remark, that men usually 
die as they have lived, we have referred to an 
instance of hypocrisy in a situation peculiarly 
awfal ; and we go on to record other cases ex- 
planatory of the same truth, in reference to various 
other features of character. Before proceeding, 
however, we shall illustrate the observation in a 
different light ; for while men, for the most part, 
die in the same habits of thought which they have 
previously cherished, it is likewise seen that the 
outward manner of their death often bears a 
striking correspondence to the manner of their 
lives. 

We knew an Antinomian. He was a man of 
considerable acuteness of mind ; subtle, specula- 
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live, metaphysical; and, considering bis station 
in life, might be reckoned a man of reading and 
information. Next to the Bible^ his right-liancl 
book, was Cudworth's Intellectual System; and 
the ancient systems of Heathen philosophy and 
divinity were farourite topics of discourse. Wlien 
reminded of the comparative uselessness of such 
inquiries, and of the vital importance of fixing the 
eye steadily on the true light which now shine tfa, 
he would reply, — ^* That may be very true, bat 
for my part I like to look at them." He seemed^ 
however, to dwell on Pagan ignorance chiefly 
for the sake of triumphing in the clearer know- 
ledge now enjoyed ; for the Scriptures were his 
principal study, and he appeared to be both fully 
persuaded of their truth as a divine revelation, 
and to bo thoroughly conversant with their con- 
tents. Of a winter evening, we have lifted the 
latdi of his cottage door, when he could have no 
expectation of anyone calling, and have found 
him poring over his large family Bible, which he 
would read for hours together. We took the 
Bible as it lay open, and made some practical re- 
marks on what he had been reading ; but of these 
he was evidently very impatient, and was uneasy 
till he found opportunity for turning aside to 
"foolish questions*' and "perverse disputings." 
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In principle and in practice be was out and oat 
Antinomian. One virtue, indeed, be might b^ 
allowed to possess. In a situation of some re- 
sponsibility, and where there was ample oppor- 
tunity for fraud, he was acknowledged by persons 
of conflicting interests to be not merely honest, 
but scrupulously faithful and just. Why he was 
BO, it is hai'd to say — probably, because he re- 
garded integrity as convenient and useful in 
human society; for it formed no article of his 
creed, "that they who have believed in God, 
should be careful to maintain good works." The 
Christian he accounted free from every moral 
obligation ; and acting agreeably to his faith, he 
systematically desecrated the Sabbath, never en- 
tering any place of worship ; his mouth was "full 
of cursing and bitterness," oaths constantly on his 
tongue, to which were added curses, in his fre- 
quent fits of passion; and he was besides an 
habitual drunkard. For those sins he felt no 
sorrow, he professed none, but made them subject 
of impious boasting. " I am the chief of sinners," 
he would say, " but what matters it ? Christ died 
for sinners, he died for me, and why should I be 
afraid of death ?" — " Would you not dread," we 
have asked him, " to die in a state of intoxica- 
tion ? " — " Why should I ? Noah was a drunk- 
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ard, David a mnrderer, Peter a liar. I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and I shall be happy to 
die at any time. I should gladly die in a fit of 
dninkennesB." Poor man, he was taken at his 
word. He had occasion to go from home for a 
day or two on business. On parting, he told his 
wife that he had been making up his account 
with God, and had in prayer been committing 
himself and his family to the care of his Creator^ 
and that, if it pleased Providence that he should 
never see them more, he was ready to depart. 
He saw them no more. Not having returned at 
the time appointed, considerable anxiety began to 
be felt throughout the village, and the more so, 
as he was to bring with him a large sum of money. 
Men were sent out in every direction in search 
of him, and his horse having been found without 
the rider, serious apprehensions were entertained 
that he had been murdered. It was soon ascer- 
tained, however, that the Banking-house had 
refused to grant his demand, on account of his 
being in such a state of intoxication, that it was 
thought unsafe to trust him with it. He had ac- 
cordingly set out without it on his journey home- 
ward ; but the way he had taken was most unfit 
for a drunken man, lying as it did through sands 
which were flooded by the sea at every tide. 
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Well acquainted though he was with the road, he 
had wandered, had fallen from his horse, and was 
found dead on the sands. He was not drowned, 
for it happened that the tide was a low one, and 
had not covered the place where he lay ; but he 
died a more lingering and miserable death — by 
cold and fatigue ; or, in the emphatic language 
of the men who carried home his corpse, ** he 
perished." Death found him in that very state 
in which he had so impiously boasted that he 
would cheerfully encounter his terrors. How 
awfully significant in such a case was the judg- 
ment pronounced by an earthly tribunal — Died 
by the visitation of God ! 



THE REPROBATE. 



As men live, so do men die. — We are often warn* 
ed against relying on a deatb-bed repentance, by 
the unquestionable fact, that such repentance is 
rarely found to have been genuine where we have 
the means of testing its sincerity by the unex« 
pected recovery of the apparent penitent, — return- 
ing life usually bringing along with it a fatal return 
to vanity or to vice. This consideration ought 
to prove alarming to those who are living secure 
in present impenitence, and comforting themselves 
with the expectation of repenting before they are 
summoned into judgment. But they have the 
reply, that late repentance is not necessarily in- 
sincere, and some may even suppose that the 
sorrowing sinner would then have been fit to die, 
although the result has proved that he was not fit 
to live. There is, however, another truth with 
which the careless must be plied, more alarming 
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than the mere insincerity of dying contrition, — a 
truth more frequently overlooked, and which, when 
stated, sounds more harshly in their ears, and is 
more ready to startle them into thought. It is, 
not simply that death- hed repentance is rarely 
sincere, hut that such repentance, whether sincere 
or insincere, rarely occurs. If we except the 
diildren of God, and along with them those who 
have heen habitually more or less anxious about 
their sonVs salvation, we believe we may safely 
conclude that death, when it has fairly drawn near, 
seldom awakens even anxiety in the minds of men ; 
and that the attendants on the dying-bed are 
usually more solemn, more sorrowful, and more 
afraid, than is the dying man himself. We are 
aware that death, at its first approach, almost 
always produces a transient alarm, as in the threat- 
ening or commencement3[of deadly disease ; and 
that, where the final stroke is sudden and instan- 
taneous, as when life is forfeited to the laws of 
the country, this alarm may frequently continue 
to thejast. " But in most other cases, whenever 
the work of death commences, the fear of death 
ceases. The culprit trembles for a moment, and 
resists the grasp of the officer of justice ; but when 
he finds resistance vain, he walks quietly along, 
and even enters into friendly colloquy with the 
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« 

man who is condacting him to the judge. And 
just so we tremhle for an hour, and struggle with 
death, till, finding that he has indeed laid his hand 
upon us, and that we cannot escape, we coolly yield 
to his summons ; we gradually become acquainted 
with his features, which seemed, strange at first, 
and learn to contemplate them without alarm ; and 
thus composedly we descend into the grave with- 
out one serious thought of that judgment to which 
we are hastening. If such be the sinner's death, 
where can be his repentance? There may be 
anxiety, there may be fear — deep anxiety, trem- 
bling fear — ^without one emotion of godly grief; 
but there can be no true contrition without some- 
thing of anxious and fearful thought. And the 
careless sinner is deceiving himself, not only in 
counting on dying repentance and faith, but in 
counting on death-bed awakening or alarm. If 
he is anxious now, he may reckon indeed on being 
anxious then, whether penitent or not ; but if he 
is careless now, he may reckon, not indeed with 
certainty, but with strong probability, on being 
then equally devoid of care and fear. 

Eighteen months have not yet elapsed since the 
fishing village of ■ was visited with cholera, a 
disease which, more than almost any other, seems 
to suffer the mental faculties to continue in full 
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operation. One of the victims was remarkable 
for bis bodily strength, and not less remarkable 
for having lived alike fearless of God, and regard- 
less of man. In a state of society where right is 
frequently measured by force, he was a man not 
lightly to be accounted of, possessing as be did 
muscular powers above all his comrades, many of 
whom might have been reckoned men of might. 
His strength, however, was but that of the savage 
unadorned by any ennobling qualities of mind. 
Even courage did not characterise him. It was 
neither his skill nor his prowess in combat that 
his companions feared to encounter; but they 
shrunk from the grasp of his mighty hand, with 
which, if he once seized them, they had no chance 
to contend. His slouching gait, and the sideward 
and downcast glancing of his eye, with which be 
seemed afraid to meet you full in the face, pour* 
trayed his mental features. In a word, as his 
bodily strength was compared to the tiger's, so 
were also his inward dispositions — cruel, cunning, 
cowardly, fierce^ dogged, revengeful, untractable. 
He was formidable to all, but chiefly to his friends; 
and some idea both of his superior strength and 
savage ferocity may be gathered from the circum- 
stance, that when at one period of his last illness 
hopes were entertained of his recovery, his nearest 
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relatives did not hesitate openly to express their 
regret. He possessed resolution and firmness of 
purpose, which might have heen available for much 
goody had they been directed to worthy objects. 
On one occasion^ when I pressed on him the neces- 
sity of his making a decided effort against intern- 
perance, to which he was a slave, he told me that 
he had once abstained from every thing stronger 
than water during a period of six weeks. I was 
curious to know his reason for such self^denia), 
and to my question on this point, the reply was 
most characteristic of the man — " Just because I 
took it into my head ;" and acting according to 
the same rule, when he took it into his head again, 
he returned to his former habits. His intemper- 
ance, however, had neither impaired his constitu- 
tion, for malt liquor formed his principal bever- 
age ; nor wasted his little patrimony, for he was 
laborious, and spent no more than his daily earnings. 
Another and rather annoying instance of his self- 
will and firmness of purpose I encountered in re- 
ference to the Sabbath. I was endeavouring to 
impress the fishermen with a sense of the impro- 
priety of casting their herring- nets on the day of 
rest, and to obtain their consent to refrain from 
the practice in future* Many earnestly desired 

the reformation,*and all seemed willing to comply, 
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only tbey wished that it should be matter of gene- 
ral agreement and compact. Having succeeded 
thus far, I entertained little doubt of carrying the 
measure ; there being usually such a feeling of 
union amongst them, that a small minority was 
almost sure to accede to the wishes of the majority* 
The person we have been describing happened to 
be at sea at the time, but being anxious to have 
the point settled, I waited for his landing, and 
after talking over some other matters, told him 
that the desire on the subject was general, and 
the consent hitherto unanimous, and that it only 
required his concurrence to have the arrangement 
completed. He answered very coolly, and for 
him very civilly, " They may all do as they please, 
but if there is anything to be got, you may depend 
upon it ril go off on Sabbath." Not without 
bitterness of spirit I learned at his lips the mean- 
ing of the proverb, ** One sinner destroyeth much 
good." The Sabbath indeed to him, when not a 
day of work, was but the rest of the drunkard, 
for during many years he had never entered the 
house of God — except, however, that on a few 
occasions he might have been present at onr 
evening meeting. His conduct in this respect he 
did not defend on general principles, or contend 
that there was no obligation to frequent the place 
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of prayer; but in his own individaal case he held 
himself amply justified. The officiating clerk of 
the church was his consin-german; and for any 
one to belong to the circle of his kindred, was in 
itself sufficient to mark him out as an enemy ; but 
to him personally, over and above the common 
enmity of kinsmanship, he bore a grudge pecu- 
liarly bitter. So situated, and considering that it 
was impossible for him to enter church without 
seeing that man whose presence could not but 
most keenly excite his spleen, he looked on his 
attending as out of the question ; and, moreover, 
as he had resolved never to suffer his hatred to be 
lulled asleep, he had determined, that during the 
life-time of his cousin, he should not set his foot 
within the house of God. 

When cholera began to prevail in the village, 
and he saw neighbour and companion cut down, 
one after another, he seemed to be panic-struck, 
and trembled for himself. He was soon seized, 
however, and there was manifested no more 
anxiety or thought of death. He was more fa- 
voured than many others, in having several days 
to prepare for his danger ; but although I con- 
versed with him two or three times a-day on his 
state and prospects, I could not perceive the slight- 
est awakening of desire for the salvation of his 
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soul. He appeared to know his danger, and 
" went as an ox to the slaughter, or as a fool to 
the correction of the stocks.*' There was some- 
thing of unusual and awful interest in seeing the 
King of Terrors make his assault on such a man, 
in the prime of his life, and the fulness of bis 
strength. And it almost seemed for a while as 
if Death had mistaken his victim, and attacked 
one whom for the present he could not overpower. 
The malady was virulent, and even his might ap- 
peared to have sunk heneath it ; but under seem- 
ing weakness there was latent vigour. At a stage 
of the disease which is usually characterised by 
the complete prostration of strength, his wife, who 
attended him, was suddenly seized, and sunk 
helpless on the floor. He sprang up immediately, 
caught and carried her in his arms, laid her on 
another bed, and then, exhausted by the effort, 
threw himself back on his own I At length the 
medical attendant pronounced the disease over- 
come, and said that nothing but attention was 
requisite to ensure his recovery. But who was 
to pay him that attention? In the midst of 
numerous relatives, some of whom expressed 
their sorrow at his apprehended restoration, he 
had not a single friend. His eldest son and 
daughter, of thirteen and fourteen years of age, 
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were in the house ; but even had their years been 

less tender, they could not have waited night and 

day on both father and mother. After much 

persuasion, one of his brothers, who was himself, 

alas ! soon to be numbered with the dead, together 

with a companion, was prevailed on to sit up 

with him for one night ; and there was certainly 

kindness in the deed ; but how did he requite it ? 

He had never known what sickness was, and 

could ill conceive the care that was necessaiy in 

recovering from so severe a disease ; and he was 

too self-willed besides, to think of obeying the 

prescriptions of the physician, except, at least, in 

his own presence. As gently as they could they 

pressed on him the importance of complying with 

the orders that had been given him. He bore 

their remonstrances for a little, but it was more 

than could well be expected that he should bear 

them long, coming, as they did, from men whose 

wishes he was not wont to gratify. At length he 

broke out into passion, got hold of a knife, and 

with oaths and curses, swore that he would stab 

them if they offered any further interference. 

This was the last act he essayed to do, and these 

the last words he uttered ; or if he spoke any 

more it was in grudged and monosyllabic replies 

to the physician's inquiiies, and these were the 

latest spontaneous effusions of his heart. Self- 
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will, impiety, revenge, formed the leading featares 
of his character in life ; the apparent cause of his 
death was his own wilfulness, and his dying words 
were expressions of hlasphemy against God, and 
of hatred toward brother and friend. 

Even his iron frame could not long endure the 
treatment to which, by his stubborn heedlessness, 
it was now subjected, and his strength speedily 
sunk. I visited him the following morning, and 
found him supporting himself on his hands and 
knees, tossing and rolling about, and growling 
with pain and rage. He had said with Sampson, 
<< I will ai'ise and shake myself;*' but he wist not 
that the great strength wherein he trusted was 
gone ; and when he found that he was weak a,% 
other men, he seemed mortified and road at the 
discovery. The utterance of his feelings was like 
nothing I had ever heard — like nothing human, 
but rather the growling of some savage beast ; 
and it sounded not so much like the expression of 
agony, as of anger and vexation. If he might 
have been likened to a tiger before, in ferocity 
and strength, it was impossible to see him now 
without imagining a tiger chained and wounded. 
The Almighty had pierced his frame with a dart 
which he could not pluck out, and bound him with 
a secret fetter which he could not break; the 
wound was galling him sore, and he murmured 
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and bit the chain. It was vain now to ask any- 
one to help him ; not a creature would enter the 
dwelling, and the wretched family was left alone ; 
the father and mother were both given up as hope- 
less, and the children sat watching the dreadful 
progress of the scene. In making the last round 
of the patients with the surgeon at night, we found 
the boy and girl both fast asleep on the hearth, 
worn out with watching, and fear, and sorrow. It 
seemed needless and cruel to awake them ; we 
left the children to sleep, and the parents to die. 
Meanwhile the necessity of providing sick- 
nurses had become increasingly urgent ; the near- 
est town at which they could be procured was 
twelve miles distant ; and ill as I could spare the 
time, I determined to set out for them on the 
following morning. Before starting I revisited 
the patient, and with mingled feelings of peace 
and awe I contemplated a different scene. The 
statue of an ancient warrior seemed reposing 
before me. The sufferer having apparently put 
forth an effort which he could not repeat, had 
thrown himself on his back, and stretched to the 
uttermost every limb and muscle of his athletic 
frame. The height of his figure, and his amazing 
muscular power, which had both been partially 
concealed by his habitual slouch, were now fully 
developed. His head, covered with dark bushy 
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hair, he had thrown quite back upon the pillow ; 
he had uncovered his neck and breast, and from 
side to side of the couch had stretched, to their 
full length, his powerful arms. There was awful 
grandeur in the spectacle. I stood over him and 
gazed with wonder, as he lay motionless, the 
model of Herculean strength. How is the terrible 
one brought low I How has the oppressor ceased ! 
Is this the man that made the people tremble I 
The vital spark was not yet extinguished, but the 
struggle was over, and in so far as regards this 
world, " the wicked had ceased from troubling, 
and the weary was at rest." I returned in the 
evening with two sick-nurses, and finding that our 
physician, who for several weeks had rarely en- 
joyed two or three hours of unbroken rest, was in 
bed, worn out and unwell, I proceeded to conduct 
them to their respective destinations. One I left 
with a patient who was within a few hours of 
death, and repairing with the other to the shunned 
and desolate dwelling, I stood again by the bed- 
side of the dying man. But the couch was for- 
saken and empty ; the eye which had seen him 
saw him no more ; the grave was now his bed ; 
the green sod had covered him ; his body had 
returned to the earth, and his spirit to God who 
gave it. 
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As men live, so do men die. — Within twenty-four 
hours of the death narrated in our last, another 
member of the human family had fled to the un- 
seen world with widely different feelings ; would 
that we could add with a widely different fate. 
He was not ignorant of the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. To his youthful training, an 
inquisitive mind, aided by no contemptible talent, 
had added a considerable stock of theological 
learning. His reading had been chiefly of our old 
divines, and his knowledge was not more exten- 
sive than his sentiments were sound. Where 
scarcely any society existed of a higher class, 
and where in his own rank of life any tolerable 
acquaintance with such subjects was sufficiently 
rare, we regarded him as some acquisition. It 
was evident that his mind had found its chief 
exercise in religious inquiry ; and on the various 
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points of Christian doctrine bis judgment was 
clear, his reasoning 6cute, his conversation inte- 
resting and animated. Nor did he converse like 
a man who had a mere speculative knowledge of 
momentous truth. He spoke with seriousness 
and fervour, with reverent inquiry and docility, 
and took a pleasure in dwelling on repentance, 
justification by grace, and the other fundamental 
doctrines of our faith. On these subjects his 
views were perhaps as correct as an orthodox creed 
thoroughly studied could render them ; we do not 
say that they were as clear as if they had been 
sealed by the teaching of the Spirit. He prayed fre- 
quently, if not habitually, in his family, and occa- 
sionally with some of the more seriously disposed 
amongst his neighbours, by whom we understood 
him to be regarded as excelling in devotional exer- 
cises. The public ordinances of grace he seemed 
to appreciate, and to observe them with self-appli- 
cation. His mental working and experience were 
marked and striking, his convictions of guilt were 
overwhelming, his desires for salvation intense. 

The man we have described was no hypocrite, 
no antinomian, no sco£fer, no formalist. How 
many are there who stand well in their own eyes, 
and in the eyes of the Christian world, of whom 
it would be hard, after the most painful search^ to 
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find as much good to say as we have said of him. 
Never^eless, he was a sinner — the slave of sin — 
of snch sin as, if a man indulge, *' he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God." He was a dmnkard. He 
did not daily, indeed, put the inebriating cnp to 
his lips, for he often abstained for weeks together ; 
but then, ever and again, he returned in a time of 
temptation, " like the dog to his vomit, and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." 
He thus enjoyed the pleasure of sin for a season ; 
and when the revel was ended, he was " of all men 
most miserable." We have then seen him pacing 
up and down his apartment the image of wretched- 
ness. He could not work, he could not read, he 
could not walk abroad, nor find diversion from 
his grief and dismay. For days in succession he 
trembled in the presence of an angry God — God, 
whose house then he dared not enter, whose Word 
he had not courage to open, whose throne of grace 
he would not venture to approach. His only 
resource was to beseech others that they would 
pray for him, and their assistance he most piteously 
craved* A self*condemned and relapsed offender, 
"he stood afar off and smote upon his breast,*' 
and it was long before he had confidence to pre- 
sent the petition, "God be merciful to me a sinner." 
Anew he resolved, repented, supplicated, strove, 
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resisted the tempter, and seemed for a while to 
<< abstain from all appearance of evil;" but ere 
another moon had run her rapid course, he was 
the same guilty and trembling wretch again, the 
prey- of miserable remorse, well-nigh the victim of 
despair. 

No peculiarity of circumstances can form an 
excuse for any yice ; and yet it was easy to see 
that to this temptation he was peculiarly exposed. 
He had served for many years in the army, at a 
time when he had probably not laid to heart the 
concerns of his soul, and had there contracted 
habits which it was difficult for him now to lay 
aside. His long skeleton frame bore marks of 
the emaciating influence of Southern suns, by ex- 
posure to which his system had been so enervated 
as to cause a craving for excitement which he had 
not moral vigour sufficient to resist. Finding by 
sad experience the weakness of his firmest resolu- 
tions, he thought of uniting himself to a Temper- 
ance Society, and had he seen his way clearly, 
he would have counted light any sacrifice it might 
have cost. But he reasoned thus: — '*! make 
resolutions noW| and when I break them I am 
almost distracted with a sense of guilt ; if I shall 
bind myself by this solemn promise, I may be 
tempted sooner or later to break it too, and if ever 
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that shonld happen it is all over with me, — I should 
be diiven to despair, — I could not live : however 
advisable such a step may be for others, it is too 
hazardous for me, — I cannot venture it." If his 
power of acting had borne any proportion to his 
power of reasoning, his character would have been 
not merely consistent with itself, but superior to 
most. As it was, his knowledge will probably 
be accounted an enhancement of his sin, and he 
will be condemned by many as doubly criminal, 
because ** he knew his Lord's will and did it not." 
For ourselves, we rather wished to regard him as 
one whom Satan had led captive only by putting 
forth an unusual effort of subtlety and power. 

To a man of such a character, a vbitation like 
that of cholera could not but be peculiarly alarm- 
ing, viewing it as the judgment of God against a 
guilty people, himself the guiltiest of all ; and 
being well aware that he was one of the likeliest 
victims of the disease, and that disease to him 
was almost certain death. When the scourge 
began to be severely felt, he was, in common with 
others, slightly indisposed (sickness of greater or 
less severity being then so prevalent, that I sup- 
pose I was almost a solitary instance of entire 
exemption). He was afraid, and his fear of death 

being apparently stronger than his fear of sin, he 

c2 
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betook himself to ardent spirits as a remedy or 
preventive of disease. Had he anticipated the 
hazard of indulging to excess, be would undoubt- 
edly have shrunk from the poisoned cup, but he 
probably imagined that the very solemnity of such 
a season would serve as a salutary restraint and 
sufficient safeguard. He tampered with tempta- 
tion; he touched, he drank, he was overcome. 
Intoxication confirmed the previous symptoms of 
complaint into malignant disease, and he lay 
stretched on a bed from which he was never to 
rise. Of all the sufferers, none found a smaller 
share of sympathy than he. By the sober and 
respectable he had been despised as a drunkard ; 
by the thoughtless and profligate he must have 
been laughed at as a hypocrite. By all he was 
now condemned as a self-destroyer, who for his 
folly deserved to die ; nor had he any family, for 
whose sake an interest might have been excited 
in himself. To us, again, he was the most inte- 
resting of all the patients, and his life the most 
precious of all for his own soul's sake. 

At any other time, the information of his sick- 
ness — sickness so fatal — sickness so procured, 
would have been a dreadful stroke, bringing as it 
did a death-blow to the fondly cherished hope of 
seeing " him that had the legion sitting at the feet 
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of Jesus, and in his right mind." But then there 
was no time for thought, and unexpected distresses . 
had become so frequent, as to render them the 
subject of daily expectation. I repaired to his 
house, and found him anxiously looking for my 
arrival. I learned with regret that he had refused 
the advice of the medical attendant, and was re- 
solved to receive no medicines ; without, at the 
same time, being otherwise careless in the use of^^ 
such means as might avail for his recovery. All 
means, however, he regarded as useless, having 
no expectation of being restored to health ; and 
even had he looked on recovery as possible, be 
received the stroke as an immediate judgment 
from God, which He alone could remove. So 
strong was his conviction that death had found 
him, that although tremblingly afraid to die, he 
seemed to have ceased from all anxiety to' live. 
But if he was careless of a body which must in- 
evitably perish, he was all the more earnest for his 
soul, which he felt to be incapable of death. In this 
respect he afforded a proof, that strength of mental 
desire might easily rise superior to that lethargic 
disposition to which many of the patients yielded. 
Another instance of the same kind occun-ed in the 
case of a female, who died, if I remember rightly, 
on the same night. In a state of much weakness, 
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I was surprised, not at the readiness merely, bnt 
the eagerness and avidity with which she took the 
medicines given her. I remarked it to her hns- 
bandi who had been most regardless of her hap- 
piness in health, but nursed her now with ceaseless 
and unwearied attention ; and I shall not soon for- 
get the earnestness of his look, and the emphasis 
of hb voice, when he replied, '' She has a strong 
desire to live.'' Whatever may have been the 
spring of this desire, it served to prove that the 
working of the mind might triumph over the 
weakness of the body ; and that the indifference 
to things eternal, so generally manifested, was not 
attributable to disease. And so it was in the case 
of the individual before us : there was in him no 
lethargy, no apathy, no indolence. He trembled 
from head to foot ; the bed shook beneath him. 
My heart was rent with his lamentable entreaties 
for supplication on his behalf. He desired me 
not to pray for his recovery ; he seemed afraid lest 
time should be wasted on such a petition, — time, 
which to him was now too short and too precious to 
be spent in asking that which could not be obtained ; 
but earnest were his beseech ings to plead for the 
salvation of his soul. It was just a case in which 
one could have wished to forget every other call 
upon compassion, and to have kneeled by his bed- 
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side while ebbing life remained, helping him to 
pray ; or to have gone from him only to " weep 
in secret places," and plead with the merciful 
One, if haply his sins might have been forgiven 
ere his term of grace expired. It was crael to be 
torn away, to be forced, by the wants of mway 
others, to tear one's self from him who was most 
of all, perhaps alone of all, alive to his own wants. 
And such our separation literally was. When I 
rose to bid him a last farewell, he seized my hands 
in his long bony fingers, and trembling in every 
limb, besought me not to forget him at a throne 
of grace ; nor would he let me go, till at length 
with great difficulty I extricated myself from his 
agonizing grasp. 

I had witnessed one of the most affecting scenes 
that the world presents, — an awakened sinner 
summoned into judgment ; and doubly affecting 
to me, in the removal of an object of much solici- 
tude, of mingled fear and hope. Had I seen him 
for the first time, I should probably have regarded 
him as a child of the kingdom encountering the 
last enemy under the hiding of his Father's face, 
and wounded by such ** fiery darts of the wicked 
one," as for the moment he could not quench. 
Or had I learned his character, such as the world 
would have given it, I should have hoped that, 
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having been a sinner, he was one saved in the 
eleventh hour, a death-bed penitent. And as it 
was, I cannot but cherish the persuasion that be 
may have been saved '^ yet so as by fire/' and 
that in the last hour his prayer may have been 
beard, — his chain have been broken, — ^his spirit 
set free. Still, in so far as man could judge, his 
dying repentance was not different from the many 
repentances of his life, which themselves << needed 
to be repented of." He was indeed shut up as he 
had never been before ; there was no future time 
into which his thoughts might run in vague reso- 
lutions of amendment ; life was done, it was all 
behind — death and judgment were before. So 
situated, his convictions of sin were more distress- 
ing, his fear of punishment more overwhelming, 
his desire for deliverance more intense. But the 
effect was simply this, that his mind was more 
dreadfully distracted than ever, and he could not 
fix it for a moment on any one object of thought ; 
yet the returning and prevailing emotion seemed 
to be "a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation.'' His life declared that a 
thorough change of heart required to be wrought ; 
that he had never truly discerned Christ and him 
crucified, nor trusted in him ; that his repentance 
had been legal and self-righteous. " Sin would not 
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have had dominion over him, if he had been, not 
under the law, but under grace." There was then 
this great transition to be made, — ^the being born 
again ; the being set free with the liberty of the 
children of God. His death gave no evidence 
that such a change had been produced ; for any 
difference discernible between this and his former 
repentings, he might have risen from that bed the 
slave of sin as before. There was ** no returning 
of the soul unto quiet rest/' no becoming like a 
little child, no peace of conscience, no sweet and 
placid reliance on the Hope of Israel. His soul 
was still '* like the troubled sea which cannot 
rest ;'* his sun set in gloomy darkness unbroken 
by one perceptible streak of light. 

In conclusion we subjoin these two remarks : 
1. If we were better acquainted with the 
mental history of men, we should probably find 
that many supposed death-bed repentances are 
the mere renewal of similar repentings during life, 
— the fruitless working of minds that are " ever 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth," seeking to enter in but never pre- 
vailing, because they do not strive. Such a death 
as that we have just narrated may surely well 
enforce the exhortation, ** Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate, for many will seek to enter in and 
shall not be able." 
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2. We cannot conceive two characters more 
different in many respects, than is the one we 
have now been reviewing, from that described in 
our last. The one a blasphemer, and dead to 
every thing like a sense of sin ; the other a man 
who trembled at the word of God, and was feel- 
ingly alive to his guilt. Their dying hours were 
not less dissimilar ; the one closing his eyes on 
this world with his mouth full of cursing and 
bitterness ; the other, if not in prayer, at least in 
the attempt to pray. Yet, in their lives, there 
appears to have been no vital distinction between 
them ; they both died in a manner remarkably 
correspondent to the manner in which they had 
lived ; and if in the closing scene there was no 
thorough change in either (which yet in the one 
case we fondly hope may have taken place), then 
we must conclude that as the same sun set on both 
for time, the same habitation received both for 
eternity. Let the amiable, and conscientious, and 
in some measure religious, weigh the reflection, 
that if they have not '^ passed from death unto 
life," and perish in their unbelief, then they must 
have as their companions for ever, the blasphem- 
ers, the unthankful, the unholy, the incontinent^ 
the fierce, the implacable, the unmerciful. 
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*' The Lord's hand is not shortened that it cannot save." 

The business of the day was closed, and that most 
comfortable of all domestic sounds — the music of 
lock and bar moving in the outer doors — had given 
intimation that, for what remained of the night, 
there was to be no more going out or coming in, 
and that an hour of quiet meditation might now 
be securely enjoyed. There are times when the 
truths you have been studying every day, and, to 
a certain extent, appreciating, break in upon the 
mind with as much freshness as if it had never 
been in contact with them before, and you kindle 
with surprise and self-reproach for having carried 
about with you ^< pearls of great price," without 
knowing their value. This was just such a season, 
and the thoughts that engaged me were these : — Is 
it true, then, that there is a redemption for sinners 

D 
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— tbat tbe blood of Jesus Christ deansetb from 
all sin — that eternal life is in reserve for us 
wretched worms of the dust? And how have 
we been making so little of truths so great — how 
have we been so sickly and spiritless in ourselves 
— so cold, and remiss, and sluggish in conveying 
to perishing souls the tidings of grace abounding 
to the chief of sinners ? While I was occupied 
with this train of reflection, the street-bell rung 
— an interruption the more annoying, that it was 
unexpected. I was informed that a woman de- 
sired to see me, and recognised the well-known 
face of a residenter in the district of which I had 
charge, who was in the habit of letting lodgings 
to the working class of people. She apologised 
for calling so late, by saying the case was urgent. 
A female who was living in her house, had been 
delivered of a child eight days before, and had 
made a bad recovery from the first, but was now 
much worse, and dangerously ill. The patient 
bad just called her to her bedside, and said, '< I 
have one request to make of you-^it is the last 
I shall ever make, for my time is short — ^promise 
not to refuse me." ^^ I will not refuse you." << I 
am afraid to be left alone, and have to beg that 
you will not leave this bedside to-night, but go 
now and bring a minister or elder to pray for me 
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— ruD, and lose no time.*' She bad accordingly 
come to ask me to visit the dying woman ; the 
request was too important not to be gladly com- 
plied with, and I went immediately with her.* 

I found a female who seemed to be about thirty 
years of age (her age was twenty-seven), and 
apparently in a very weak state, but with an air of 
cleanliness and neatness about her person which 
I had scarcely expected to see. Supposing that 
she might open her mind with greater freedom 
afterwards, I simply put one or two general ques- 
tions, especially as her mother (who had come 
from some distance in the country to attend her), 
and the female who had called me, were present, 
the false kindness of friends being often a great 
binderance in such cases. I spoke of the sin and 
ruin into which we had fallen, and of the redemp- 
tion provided in Christ, and then engaged in prayer. 
As soon as this exercise was concluded, the suf- 
ferer said in a firm tone, and with a stronger voice 

* This is one instance, out of many that might be adduced, to 
illustrate the benefit of every workman in the great vineyard having 
a particular district for the sphere of his labours, the inhabitanU 
of which shall account that they have a claim on his services, from 
their mere reaidence within the assigned locality. The sufferer 
was unconnected with any Church, and the mistress of the house 
had then no connection with my own congregation, yet she never 
hesitated to come, even at a late hour, and aak the service she de- 
sired. If such habits were once restored, church -going habits would 
speedily follow. 



40 DEATH-BED SCENES. 

than she could have been expected to connnand, 
to her mother and the other female, ^'I desire that 
yon two will leave the room, both of yon, for I 
wish to speak with the minister alone." She then 
told me that she had, for some weeks, been in 
great distress about the salvation of her soul, and 
could find no relief, but ^' rather grew worse." 
Her trouble of mind was aggravated by the* cir- 
cumstance that as often as she endeavoured to 
pray, her heart was filled with blasphemous sug- 
gestions, so that she was compelled to give up the 
attempt as vain. Wishing to know something of 
her previous history, I inquired if her husband was 
alive ? She replied in the words of the woman 
of Samaria, ** I have no husband ;" and then, of 
her own accord, proceeded to give the following 
account of herself : — 

She had been born of pareiits in humble circum- 
stances, but being an only child, had received, a 
good education. At the age of fifteen she bad 
gone to service, and during the twelve succeeding 
years of her life had been servant in various 
respectable families. One of these was of the 
number of " the families that call on the name of 
the Lord/* and was distinguished not merely by 
the form of godliness, but by the fear of God. 
Her mistress instructed her with much care and 
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regularity in the doctrines and duties of religion, 
especially in preparation for the Sacrament of the 
Supper, of which she then partook. At this period 
of her life she took delight both in public and 
private exercises of devotion, and could not have 
been happy under any omission of secret prayer 
or reading of the Word. She found pleasure in 
the perusal of works on religious subjects, of which 
she possessed not a few of her own. On thb 
portion of her history she dwelt with sweet, yet 
sad remembrance. Subsequently she had served 
in other families, in some of which, to the detri- 
ment of her spiritual welfare, she saw little or 
nothing of the fear of God. But this temptation 
she easily withstood, when compared with the 
trial to which she was afterwards subjected, to live 
in a house where there was the form of godliness 
apart from its substance. To what she learned 
here she ascribed the commencement of her spirit 
tual declension. The outward form of religion 
was carried so far as to the maintenance of family 
worship, but the character of the family was 
worldly in their whole walk and conversation. 
Even on the Sabbath afternoon, when they had 
returned from the house of God, the servants heard 
nothing at their master's table but what was vain 
and frivolous. This evil example they were not 
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slow to imitate and exceed ; and from the time of 
rising on the Sabbath morning, while their supe- 
riors were still in the sobriety of sleep, there was 
amongst them nothing serious or sedate, but in- 
cessant giddiness and levity, '< foolish talking and 
jesting, which are not convenient/' (These facts 
read loud lessons to heads of families.) Secret 
duties were entirely laid aside, and she who had once 
attended Church with very different feelings, now 
frequented the house of God merely as a scene 
of gaiety and dissipation, and usually fell asleep 
during the service. Her thoughtless companions 
were probably not quite in the same danger as 
herself, and while they shared in her folly, were 
more likely to maintain their character for virtue. 
But she having formerly been the subject of serious 
impression, was offering ruder violence to her 
conscience in the course of life she now led, and 
thoughtlessness with her soon resulted in flagrant 
sin, which, when it could no longer be concealed, 
compelled her to resign her situation. Feelings 
of shame prevented her from accepting the invi- 
tation to return home, which her parents then 
made, and she hired the room in which she now 
was, supporting herself in the meantime on the 
earnings of her previous industry, and intending 
afterwards to hire herself out as a nurse. The 
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same keen sense of shame must have prevented 
her from meeting me sooner, for she had now lived 
several months in the house, dnring which time I 
had visited the family, and remember to have ex- 
pressly mqnired if there were no others under the 
roof who could join in our exerdses. While bur- 
dened with a sense of her own guilt, she appeared 
still to have felt her superiority to most of those 
who were now around her, and expressed strong 
disgust at the profanity and dissipation she had 
often been compelled to witness in those who 
lodged in the same house. This was quite accor- 
dant with the testimony of the neighbours, who 
described her as remarkably modest and reserved. 
And if she blushed in the presence of man, she 
also blushed and was ashamed to lifit up her face 
to heaven, for she had " forsaken the guide of her 
youth, and forgotten the covenant of her God." 
She was afraid to open the Bible, and never at- 
tempted to worship either in public or in private. 
But although she was unhappy she was not anxious, 
and had very much given up all concern for her 
soul. In this state of cheerless heathenism she 
continued without any attempt to flee from coming 
wrath till the period of her confinement, from the 
commencement of which she had become sorely 
alarmed at the thought of approaching judgment. 
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And now her case was more distressing than ever, 
for there was not merely danger of her being cut 
off, bnt little hope of her recovery. She was 
learning too late the bitter truth, that " the wages 
of sin is death;'* for the death she saw before 
her was the direct consequence of her own guilt. 
She found herself stretched on a bed from which 
she was never to arise, with the awful conscious- 
ness that she <* had destroyed herself,^ and was but 
'< reaping the fruit of her own devices/' Under 
these circumstances it was but too easy to believe 
the sincerity of her declaration, to which her look 
and voice added painful emphasis, when she ex- 
claimed, '' Nobody can tell the misery I am in." 
When this poor unfortunate woman sent for a 
minister or elder, she had probably no very defi- 
nite idea of what she wanted. Her misery was ex- 
treme, and she desired relief, but without any clear 
conception of what nature the relief should be, or 
by what means it could be administered. Two 
things, however, she appeared to have mainly in 
view ; first, that as she could not pray for herself, 
some other might pray for her — this had been done; 
and, secondly, that she might be directed to some 
means of regaining her former peace of mind — 
this was a harder task. From her own descrip- 
tion of her state while under serious impressions. 
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in which there was nothing that decidedly marked 
such conviction of sin and such discernment of 
Christ as are taught hy the Holy Spirit, connected 
with her subsequent fall, which, however, sad as 
it was, could not of itself disprove her interest in 
the covenant of grace ; from these two considera- 
tions taken in connection, I came to the conclusion 
that the religious pleasure she had once enjoyed 
wasy in all probability, nothing more than theself- 
approbatipn which the natural mind often enjoys 
in the sense of discharging its duty, and especially 
when its peace has never been disturbed by any 
open breach of the divine law. To bring back 
the mind into this state of self-approval after the 
conscience has been deeply defiled, were no easy 
task, and would at least demand a long perseve- 
rance in the path of duty ; so to restore it within 
a few days of death, was probably beyond the 
limits of possibility. But if this end was unattain- 
able, it was likewise undesirable ; it would have 
but been saying peace, when there was no peace. 
I told her, that if I rightly understood her case* I 
could point to no way by which her former hap- 
piness might be regained ; that I feared she had 
been resting not on Christ and tiis finished work, 
but on her own duties, and making them her 
Saviour; and that the house she had built had 



46 DEATH-BED SCENES. 

falleoy because it had not been founded on the 
Rock ; that I was therefore glad that she had been 
taught her inability to pray^ because, had she been 
able to resume just such habit of prayer as she 
had once known, it might have prolonged her 
self-deception ; but that, while that old peace was 
marred for ever, there was held out to her "a 
peace that passeth understanding" in the blood of 
Jesus ; that in the fountain opened for sin and for 
uncleanness she might wash that night and be- 
clean ; and that, if she were content, as a guilty 
and helpless sinner, to rest on Christ as her only 
Saviour, she would even yet have " a conscience 
void of offence," and her " sins, which were as 
scarlet, should be white as snow/' I suggested 
farther, that the sin which had been so heinous in 
itself, and had seemed so ruinous in its result, 
might have graciously been permitted for the very 
purpose of uprooting a self-righteous confidence 
which must have ended in death. 

As this view of her case was evidently new — 
not that the statement of the doctrine was strange 
to her, for with it she was quite familiar, but that 
she had never made the same application of it 
to herself — I therefore left it to work its own 
way ; desirous only that she should understand 
what was meant, but not expecting her instan- 



THE PENITENT. 47 

teneons asseBt. To yield assent at all mast, in- 
deed, in her situation, have been pecnliarly trying ; 
for if it is always painful for the sinner, before he 
has learned to rest on the righteousness of another, 
to have his own righteousness broken from under 
him, it must be doubly so when death is near, and 
when, just in proportion as there is little time to 
work good in the future, the mind clings, with 
trembling tenacity, to whatever fancied good hath 
been wrought in the past. In renewing her life, 
she saw that " the earth which had drunk in the 
r&in of heaven," had been " bearing briars and 
thorns, whose end is to be burned ; '* but while 
she could, therefore, look only for fiery indigna- 
tion, there was one little field that had yielded 
a harvest of wheat in the midst of surrounding 
deserts, and on that spot her eye was ever resting, 
and finding something to soothe in her dark sea 
of troubles; and needful as it was, one almost 
felt it cruel to take the torch and set that field on 
fire, and leave one barren waste. The poor dis- 
tracted sufferer had asked for peace, and this was 
bringing a sword ; robbing her of the only sem- 
blance of peace that remained, though not with- 
out pointing her to a better peace. I left her 
without asking or wishing her to express any 
opinion on what she had heard; but she had 
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listened throughout with the most eager and in- 
telligent attention (so as to induce me to speak 
longer than her strength was perhaps well able to 
bear), and begged me to return on the following 
day. 

Next morning I found her apparently better in 
bodily health, but in the same disquieted state of 
mind. I read the dlst Psalm slowly, which she 
heard with an interest that made every word seem 
weightier and more precious than it had ever 
appeared before. In explanation, I pressed the 
necessity of her seeing that she had sinned against 
God, and that the most aggravated transgression 
of the life was but the overflowing of the fountain 
of sin in the heart (ver. 4, 5). I stated, that her 
guilt was so great, that it would be righteous in God 
to pronounce against her sentence of eternal con- 
demnation (" Thou art clear when thou judgest") ; 
yet that, in consequence of the death of Christ, it 
was equally righteous in Him to save her ("De- 
liver me from blood-guiltiness, and my tongue 
shall sing aloud of thy rtghteotisness**) ; and that, 
while He would thus be righteous, either in spar- 
ing or destroying, she had every reason to hope 
in His grace, because He " delighted in mercy.*' 
I then pointed her to the healing virtue of Christ's 
blood, as being enough in itself to cleanse the soul, 
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w that the Wlest sinner could say, '^ Wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow." I showed her the 
necessity of being bom again by the quickening 
of the Holy Ghost, how completely that change 
was above all human power, yet how easy with 
God, as seen in the expression, " Create in me a 
dean heart;" and observed finally, that the in- 
alnlity to pray, of which she complained so much, 
had been felt by the Psalmist, when he cried, 
*' Open thou my lips;" and that, if she once came 
to the sacrifice of atonement, supplication would 
be abundantly easy. After I bad engaged in 
prayer, and the others had retired, she stated that 
she had been occupied all the night, during which 
she had never closed her eyes, in thinking over 
what I bad said ; and that she now saw that it 
would be of no avail to return to her former state, 
because she had all along been ignorant of herself 
as a sinner, and of Christ as a Saviour. This 
was a highly hopeful symptom, for in her state of 
fear and anxiety there must have been a very 
powerful and rapid work of conviction before she 
could be reduced to so humbling and alarming a 
conclusion. And although the ' persuasion that 
she was out of Christ, must in itself have brought 
an accession of misery, she was evidently, not 
indeed less distressed, but less distracted than 
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before. She had now some definite idea of nrhat 
she needed; she saw' that her present niin was 
much more complete than she had imagined; but 
she saw likewise, that there was one quarter, and 
but one, from which succour could be sent. She 
had not yet faith to trust in the great Deliverer ; 
still her eyes were fixed on the only point whence 
deliverance could possibly arise, and her mind, 
though not comforted, was somewhat settled and 
stayed. Before leaving, I read various other 
portions of Scripture, and after showing the im- 
putation of Adam's sin, set before her as fully as 
I could the finished work of Christ Jesus ; that 
in his life he had done all that we should have 
done, and in his death had suffered all that we 
should have suffered, and that, when we trust in 
Him, his merits and sufiferings become ours. The 
point of Christ's having obeyed the law in our 
stead, I insisted on more largely, because it 
seemed to be the only fundamental point of 
Christian doctrine of which she was ignorant. 
She was interested in this truth, and was not long 
of apprehending it.* 

« In stating that this poor woman, thoi^h well instructed in other 
points of the faith, had no clear apprehension of the work of Christ 
in fulfilling the law In our stead, we cannot forbear remarking that 
her case is far from being singular in this respect. We have put the 
question a hundred times to young persons, otherwise well in> 
structed, •• What is the great work that Christ wrought in his life ? " 
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The inquirer now appeared to have the tmth 
fairly before her mind, and I felt that it was im- 
possible for me to be of much farther assistance ; 
the Holy Ghost alone could shed liying light on 
his own truth, and enable her to receive and rest 
upon the Redeemer. I thought it wiser to inter- 
fere as little as possible with the workings of her 
heart, and to leare her for a time, especially as 
she did not seem to be in immediate danger* 
Next day, therefore, I omitted to visit her ; but 
when I called the day following I found her much 
worse, and was informed that the case had been 
pronounced hopeless by her medical attendant. 
She now suffered much bodily pain, and her 
mental agony was not alleviated but rather in- 
creased. Her closed lips had not been opened ; 
her troubled soul had not been calmed ; she saw 
death drawing nearer, and the second death fol- 
lowing. I read the 2d chapter of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians, and the d2d Psalm ; she was in- 
terested but not comforted. Never was more 
manifest Jthe weakness of every earthly comforter, 
even when furnished with the Word of Life ; it 

and have wafcely eTer received a ready and Intelligent reply, wbich 
is the more surprising, as the point is very clearly explained in the 
Mother's Catechism (in answer to the question, " What mean you 
by the righteousness of Christ ? ") While, then, this fundamental 
truth is plainly taught from our pulpits and in our schools, might it 
not with advantage be brought more prominently forward? 
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was impossible to do any thing but pray that God 
would show her mercy of his own good pleasure. 
As I read one passage after another of every 
« word in season," that seemed best calculated to 
console, she would only answer in a low and 
lamentable voice, <' Oh what will become of me ! " 
'< The Lord looked down from the height of his 
sanctuary ; from heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth, to hear the groaning of the prisoners, to 
loose those that are appointed to death." When 
I returned in the evening I found this << groaning 
prisoner," who had deemed herself " appointed to 
death," composed and cheerful, and reading the 
Word of Life. She had before her a neat pocket 
Bible, which in other days she had made the 
companion of her closet, and had carried to the 
house of God, but which had been first a neglected, 
and now, for many a long month, a shunned and 
dreaded book. Her mother told me afterwards, 
that when I had left in the former part of the day, 
the surgeon had seen her, and had stated that 
nothing could be done for her, recovery being 
now impossible. When he had gone, the patient 
demanded of her mother what opinion he enter- 
tained of her state. She put this question with 
so much firmness and solemnity that her parent 
could not forbear to tell her all the truth, and 
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answered, that both be and all of them thought 
she could not li^e. This had for several days 
been her own opinion, but it was the first time 
she had learned it from the lips of others. On 
hearing it» she immediately exclaimed, ** Go bring 
me my Bible, and fall down on your knees and 
cry to God for me," at the same time praying for 
herself, " Lord hare mercy on me I " Her mother 
brought the Bible and gave it to her ; then kneel- 
ing down she prayed for the salvation of her child, 
her only, her lost child. From the moment she 
took the Bible into her hand, she seemed to have 
found 'Uhat the entrance of Thy word giveth 
light." She read many passages for herself, 
chiefly in Isaiah, and then her mother read to her 
the 16th, 17th, and 19th Psalms. When the 
destroyer of souls was just yawning to devour 
this poor lost sheep, how applicable must those 
words have been, " Like as a lion that is greedy 
of his prey — arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast 
him down ; deliver my soul." — (Ps. xvii. 12, 13.) 
And when the prey was taken from his teeth, 
how sadly must that << evening wolf" have been 
'< disappointed," for the lamp of life was to 
burn only twelve hours more, and the spoil 
should then have been his for ever. Her whole 
appearance was changed^ and she could not re- 
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frain from expressing her satisfaction as soon as 
I entered the room. ** I see now/' she said, ** I 
see now that He is a Just Saviour." Still, as 
hefore, she seemed unwilling to speak freely in 
the presence of others, and I proceeded to read 
the 10th chapter of John. In this she evidently 
found comfort, occasionally whispering, as we 
went along — '<Yes, yes," to such declarations 
as this — "My sheep hear my voice." When 
we were left alone she made an effort to gather 
her strength, which had heen exhausted by the 
previous exercises, and sud, *^ The surgeon and 
all my friends tell me that it is impossible for me 
to live, and I feel myself dying. I have been 
thinking it long till you came, lest I should 
have been too weak to speak to you. I have 
been wearying to tell you that I have found 
a friend in you. I see now that He is a just 
Saviour." On this expression, a just Saviour, 
she dwelt with peculiar pleasure ; it was the sum 
of all she had learned, and it was all she needed 
to learn. Her sense of sin was stronger than it 
had been before; she spoke of her guilt as if 
she had never discovered it till now ; and gave 
expression to the deepest self^abborrenoe. At 
the same time, she would add, with childlike sim- 
plicity and sweetness, *^ but I can now rely on 
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Jesus Christ.*' Her feeling was peace^ subdued, 
solemo, elevated, calm. Her *< closed lips were 
also opened ;" in prayer she felt no restraint, and 
her mouth was filled with praise. I inquired/^ if 
the view she now enjoyed of Christ ^ere not the 
same as that she had formerly entertained, and 
which had served her in so little stead ? '' She 
answered, ** No, it is quite different." She said 
of her own accord, " that she had now no desire 
to live," and I asked '< if she could venture to 
go through the dark valley?'' She replied, '*If 
Christ is with me I can go through." I remarked 
that heaven would be very different from all that 
she had been accustomed to, and put it to her if 
she thought she could be happy there. *^ Yes, if 
Christ is there." It is written of them who are 
taught of God, that they have an unction from the 
Holy One, and know all things, so that, if there 
is a right perception of any one truth, there is 
more or less the perception of all essential truth. 
I tried her accordingly on various points of scrip- 
tural doctrine, such as the teaching of the Spirit, 
and found the. same ready and rejoicing assent to 
them all. She was so delighted to hear the Word, 
that after I had moved to leave, I returned and 
simply read a number of verses from different parts 
of the Bible. This was a feast to her soul ; it was 
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wine and milk ; for she had learned to buy wine 
and milk without money and without price." 
With her the abundance of grace seemed in pro- 
portion to the urgency of her need, and the short- 
ness of her time ; so that she may have glorified 
God more in a few hours than some others hare 
done in as many years. Her whole state afforded 
a fine illustration of the words of our Lord, " Seest 
thou this woman ? Her sins which are many are 
forgiven, for she loved much ; but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little." To the weary 
workman who is often scattering much precious 
seed with little apparent increase, a sight so rare 
and so refreshing is enough to prompt the peti- 
tion, '<Now, Lord, let thy servant depart in peace, 
for mine eyes have seen the salvation of the Lord." 
She had seemed so well in the evening, that I 
could not persuade myself that her end was very 
near, and called next morning in the expectation 
of seeing her again, when I learned that within a 
few hours after midnight she had << fallen asleep.'' 
Weary and heavy laden, she had heard the meek 
and lowly One say, " Come unto me, and I will 
give you rest ;" she tried his yoke, and it was easy ; 
his burden, and it was light ; she came and found 
" rest to her soul.'* In a few hours more, the 
same << friend of sinners" said again, but with an- 
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Other voice, ** Come unto me," and took her from 
the scene of her sin and sorrow ; leaving to us, 
whose only confidence is in the same '* Lamh that 
was slain," good ground to hope that He has taken 
her to his own rest, and that she is now singing 
praise to " Him that loved her, and washed her 
from her sins in his own blood." 

" Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? ** 



THE END. 
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period from the Reformation to the Revolution. By 
the Rev. Thomas M'Cilib. With an Appendix, re- 
lative to the alleged accession of John Knox to the 
Conspiracy against Riccio. Second Edition. In fcap. 
8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. 

JOHN JOHNSTOIfB, HUNTBR SQVARK, KDINBtROB 
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eajTBCSL or boot&ahb. 

A Catechism of the History of the Church of Scotland. 
By the Rev. Benjamin Laikg, Colmonell, one of the 
Theological Professors to the Associate Synod of 
Original Seceders. In the preta, 

CBURCB or BCOTXiAXni. 

An Exposition of the Principles of the.Church of Scot- 
land, in regard to the Admission of Pastors : A 
Series of Lectures by the following Clergymen. 
With Preface. Second Edition^ in fcap. 8vo, cloth, 
2s. 6d. 

Rbt. J. Bioo. 
„ A. Moody Stuart. 



Rbt. Dr Cawdlisq. 

M A. BSNIflB. 

N W. Cdnninobam. 
„ C. J. Brown. 



„ R. Elder. 

M T. GUTHRIR. 



Manual of Presbytery ; or, A Vindication of that Form 
of Church Government from Scripture, and Primitive 
Practice ; from its'. Efficiency of Discipline ; and frt)ni 
its Identification with Learning, CivU and Religious 
Liberty, and Home and Foreign Missionary Eater- 
prise. By Samuel Miller, D.D., Professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History in the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary at Princetown, New Jersey ; and the Rev. 
John Gordon Lorimer, Minister of St David's Parish, 
Glasgow. 



A Treatise on the Office of Deacon, with Suggestions for 
its Revival in the Church of Scotland. By the Rev. 
J. G. Lorimer. 



Annals of the Genei*al Assembly of the Church of Scot« 
land, from the Final Secession in 1739, to the Rejec- 
tion of the Overture on Schism in 1776. With 
Appendices of Biographical Sketches, Illustrative 
Documents, and Notes. By the Rev. N. Mor&en, 
A.M., Minister of the North Church, Greenock. 2 
vols. 12mo, 10s. cloth. 

[£kich Volume is complete in itself, and m^v h« 
had sepai*ately, price 5s.] 

LIST OF WORKS I'UBLISIISO BY 
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F&OTBSTAHT OBVBOB OF TRAMCMd 

An Historical Sketch of the Proteetant Church of 
France, from its Origin down to the Present Day ; 
with parallel Notices of the History of the Church of 
Scotland durine the same period. By the Rey. J. G. 
LoRiMER, Minister of St David's Parish, Glasgow. 
Fcap. 8vo, 6s. 6d. cloth. 

TaZS COVBHAXVTBB8. 

History of the Covenanters in Scotland. By William 
Si ME, Esq., Author of the ** Histories of the Refi)i^ 
mation," « Christian Church," «« Waldenses.'* A New 
Edition, in one Volume, in thepress. 



Xiife of the Rev. James Renwick,the last of the Scottish 
Martyrs. By the Author of the History of the Cove- 
nanters. 18mo, 28. cloth. 



Life of Thomas M'Crie, D.D., Author of ** Life of John 
Knox,*' &c., &c. By his Son, the Rev. Thomas 
M'Crie. Demy 8vo, 9s. cloth, with highly finished 
Portrait, by Horsburgh. 



Miscellaneous Writings, Chiefly Historical, of the late 
Thomas M'Crie, D J). Edited by his Son. In Svo, 
cloth, price 10s. 6d. 



COKTKKTS. 

Life of Alexander Henderson. I Review of Simeon on the Liturgy. 

„ Patrick Hamilton. | „ Talcs of my Landlord. 

„ Francift Lambert of Avignon. 



Dr Andrew Rivet. 
„ Mr John Murray. 
Lives of the Taboritcs. 
.evicw of Milne on Presbytery and 
Episcopacy. 
„ Sismondi'sConsiderations 
on Geneva. 



Orme's I^ife of Owen. 
„ Turner's Life and Times. 
Pamphlet on the Funeral of the 
« Princess Charlotte. 

the General Assembly 

1828. 

Females Voting in 



ElecUon of Mmisters. 

JOHN JOHNSTONE, irUNTER SQUAItB, EDINBURGH. 
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View of the Con^tution of the Church of Scotland. By 
-Qie late Geokoe Hill, D.D., Principal of St Mary's 
College, St Andrews. With Appendix and Notes, 
by Alexandsb. Hill, D.D., Professor of Divinity in 
the University of Glasgow. Third Edition, 12mo, 
d8. 6d. doth. 



The Select Anti-Patronage Library. This Volume com- 
prehends a Collection of Acts of ParUament and 
Assem'bly connected with Patronage, and Treatises 
on ^e subject, by the following AuUiors. In demy 
8vo, doth, 3s. 6d. 

JjOUD PBBiTOIfORANOI. Dr DoDDRIDOI. 

fiiR Francis Grant. Mr Crosbib. 

(Sir David Dalrymplb. Rbv. John Currib. 

Dr Owbn. Rbt. Jambi Bboo. 



The Minister's Family. By the Bev. W. M. Hether- 
iKOTON, A.M.,Minister of Torphichen. Fourth Edition, 
with beautiful frontispiece 5s. cloth. 



A Narrative of the Loss of the Kent, East Lidiaman, 
by Fire, in the Bay of Biscay, on 1st March 1825. 
Second Edition, ISmo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

Ton TOVVO. 

The Border Rebel ; or. Disobedient Son : A Narrative 
of the year 1745, founded on facts ; with an Applica- 
tion, containing an Admonition to Youth. With 
elegant frontispiece. Is. 6d. cloth. 



The Nursery Plutarch, containing Lives of Julius Csosar, 
Nero, Titus, Domitian, Trajan. By Cathekime 
Sinclair, Authoress of ^ Modem Society," ^ Modern 
Accomplishments." ISmo, clo^, 3s. 6d. 



Ayrshire Sketches ; or. Memoirs of Jeanie Charters, 
Hugh Cunninghame, and James Baird. By the Rev. 
D. Landsborouoh, Minister of Stevenston. 18mo, 
6d. stitched. 



LIST or WORKS PUBLISHED BT 
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BiofgtaiihiefeJ Memoirs of Dr Oadnej, OaptainGIapperton, 
and Major Laing, all of whom died in attempting to 
Explore the Interior of Africa. By the Rev. Thob. 
Nelson, M.WJB. 18mo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. 



The Scottish Christian Herald. This workisnow complete 
in six handsome volumes, imperial 8yo, doth, price £2. 
It contains Original Papers by some of Uie most 
distinguished Mmisters and (Office-Bearers of the 
Church of Scotland, all of a character admirably 
adapted for family reading. 

TBS CB&X8TXA.Sr ansczsiAANT, *o. 

The Christian Miscellany, and Weekly Family Ex- 
positor. 

This is % Religious Periodical, generally similar in its 

design to the ** Scottish Christian Herald,*' but intended to 

occupy a more adranced position in theological Literature. 

It also includes in its plan a Commentcuy on the Holy 

Scriptures, selected and arranged from the most eminent 

Expositors, Foreign and British. This department has 

a distinct typography and paging, and can, at pleasure, 

be bound apart from the Miscellaneous portion of the 

^Work. The periods of publication are every Saturday 

morning, in Numbers at Three Halfpence, and in Monthly 

Parts at Ninepence. It will also, at appropriate intervals, 

be issued in Volumes, handsomely bound. Orders received 

by all Booksellers. 



Home and Foreign Missionary Record for the Church 
of Scotland, by Authority of the Committees of the 
General Assembly. Published on the 1st day of each 
Month. Price Threepence, unstamped ; and Four- 
pence, stamped and sent by post. First Series, in 
8vo, bound in cloth, 10s. Second Series, Vol. I., 
large 4to, bound In cloth, 10s. 
%* The Committees make the Record their stated and 
ordinary channel of advertising contributions and collec- 
tions, and, in gene^l, employ this Journal exclusively in 
communicating with the Church and the Public. 

JOHN J0HN8T0MB, BUNTBB BQUARB, BDINBUROH. 
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The Excitement ; or, A Book to Induce Young People 
to Read. Edited by the Bev. B. Jamizson, Author 
of *' Manners and Trials of the PrimitiYe Ghristians/' 
&c. In eight YolomeSy 18mo, price 4s. 6d. each. 

The Editor having carefolly excluded from this work 
all matter of an ephemeral or temporary character, it will 
be found to be particularly fitted for tibe instruction and 
amusement of the young. Each Yolume comprises up- 
wards of 400 pages of letto'-press, and is elegantly bound, 
and illustrated with superior engravings on steel and wood. 



Clerical Economics ; or Hints, Rural and Household, 
to Ministers and others of Limited Income. By a 
Clergyman of the Old SchooL Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 
4b. Juit PMitked. 

toxma coox'8 AsszsTAm. 

The Toung Cook's Asoistant; being a Selection of 
Economical Receipts and Directions, adapted to the 
Use of Families in the Middle Bank of life. Edited 
by a Clergyman's Daughter. Fourth Thousand. 
Prioe Is. 6a. 



Bible Narratives for the Young. By a Cle&oymak's 
DAUOBTsa. 32mo, Is. 6d. cloth. 



Attendance at Church. Address to those who Seldom 

or Never go to Church. By the Rev. Bobe&t Les* 

Campsie. Price 2d. 
Amusements of Youth. By the Rev. ELtjUMY Grey, 

St Mary's Church, Edinburgh. Price 4d. 
Baptism. Help to Parents Preparatory to the Bi^tism 

of their Children. By the Bev. John Charles. 

Second Edition. Price 4d. 
■ Catechism on Baptism. By the Rev. Hekbt 

GsBY, Edinburgh. Fourth Edition. Price 6d. 

Scheme of the Controversy on Baptism. 

'econd Thousand. Price ld« 

LlfT OP WOUf PUBLISaiD BT 
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Baptism. Vindication of Infant Baptism. By David 

BosTHWicKy AM, Second British Edition. Price 

6d. 

Christian Evidences. Catechism of the Evidences of 

Revealed Religion. By Bev. Dr Fskus. Price 2d. 

^. , Manual of the Christian Evidences. 

Sy James Stbele. Price Is. 
Church of Scotland — ^Popular View of its Constitntion. 

Price Id. 
Elementary Catechism. By Dr Wilsox of Bombay. 

Price 2d. 
Family Worship, Essay and Address on. By the Bev. 

"William BuKNSy Kilsyth. Price 2d. 
Groepel of St Matthew, Catechism of. By the Bev. 

James Miller, Mon^e. Price 8d. 
Holy Scripture, Catechism on the First Principles of. 
By Dr ttussell, Dundee. Price 3d. 

^^ £^tome of. By James Stake, Esq. 

Advocate, Ceylon. Price Id. 
lieading Doctrines and Duties of the Grospel — Fifty 
Questions on. Price Id. 

. Truths of the Groc^ — ^Three Hundred and 

Sixty-five Questions on. By the Bev. D. Baoot. 
Price 2d. 
liord's Prayer, Catechism on. By Dr Andersok. 

Price 2d. 
Mother's Catechism. By the Bev. John Willisov. 

Price Id. 
Old and New Testament, Series of Qaestions on. By 

the Bev. William Axdrew. Price Is. 
Protestantism. Catechism on the Errors of the Church 

of Bome. By the Bev. D. Baoot. Price 6d. 
Shorter Catechism, Analysis and Explanation of. By 

Alexander Smith Patbrson. Price 4s. 6d. 
Explanation of. By ^Wbquab Vin- 
cent. Price 2s. 6d. 

Three Hundred Doctrinal Qaesjtions 



on. By William Hamilton. Price Id. 
Toung Children, Catechism for. By the Bev. Jobn 
Brown, Haddington. Price Id. 

#OBN lOBMReNI, BUNTBB IQUASBi IDINBUBOH. 
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MAP OP CANAAN AND PALESTINE, 

Adapted for Sabbath Schools or Bible Classes. Engraved 
in a clear bold style, elaborately coloured, size 4 feet 
6 inches, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

On Rollers, Varnished, - - ISs. 
— — Unvarnished, - lOs. 

OOZABOIS AlVD BOBOOXi MAF8. 

JOHNSTONS' COLLEGE AND SCHOOL MAPS. 



I Comprising 



Eastern Hemisphere. 
Western Hemisphere. 
Europe. 



England. 
Scotland. 
Ireland. 



Asia. 
Africa 
America. 
Canaan and Palestine. 

Size 4 feet 6 inohes, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

Price of Each Map, Boilers, Varnished, - £0 12 

Unvarnished, - 10 

The Whole Ten in a Case, - - - - 6 

. Stand, - - - - 7 7 

with Black Board, 7 17 6 

BSAP ot rsAircis. 

Uniform with the Above^ 

A MAP OP FRANCE, 

With the names o*f the principal places in Engliah and 

French. 
On Boilers, Varnished, - - 12b. 
Unvarnished, - - 10b. 



Dr Steven's Progressive Geography, Book Fint, piioe 4d. 
Second, 2b. 6d. 



Edinburgh Cabinet Atlas, 46 Maps^ - - £1 II 6 

School Atlas, 35 „ - - - X2 

School Classical Atlae^ 21 „ - • 7 

New Hand Atlas, "^^ » ' - •040 



